The question of how to determine the meaning of compounds was prominent in early generative morphology, but lost importance after the late 1970s. In the past decade, it has been revived by the emergence of a number of frameworks that are better suited to studying this question than earlier ones. In this book, three frameworks for studying the semantics of compounding are presented by their initiators: Jackendoff's Parallel Architecture, Lieber's theory of lexical semantics, and Štekauer's onomasiological theory. Common to these presentations is a focus on English noun-noun compounds. In the following chapters, these theories are then applied to different types of compounding (phrasal, A+N, neoclassical) and other languages (French, German, Swedish, Greek). Finally, a comparison highlights how each framework offers particular insight into the meaning of compounds.
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A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library In producing this volume I was of course dependent on the contributors and I would like to thank all of them for their collaboration in getting good quality chapters to me in time. Special thanks are due to Ray Jackendoff, Rochelle Lieber and Pavol Štekauer, who sent me their chapters ahead of the deadline I had set and agreed to have their preliminary versions distributed to the other contributors. This made it possible for other contributors to refer to their chapters, which led to a higher degree of coherence in the volume.
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While a significant part of the editorial work involved in a volume like this consists of working with the contents of the various chapters, another part concerns the form. For the latter, I benefitted greatly from the editorial assistance of Franziska Steffan, who also compiled the bibliography, and David Galvin, who proofread all chapters. I am also grateful for the support by Andrew Winnard and his team at Cambridge University Press.
